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District News
Updated fire plan
protects people,
homes, and the forest
In our ongoing mission to safeguard
residents, property, and the environment, your District recently reviewed
and updated the Fire Defense Plan for
Thumbs up for fire safety Kids and adults
alike learned about fire safety in the forest at the
Pebble Beach. Since our forest condiDistrict’s June Safety Day Open House.
tions and weather patterns change
continually, we use sophisticated fuel-modeling applications that simulate fire
behavior to help us prioritize fuel reduction in the Del Monte Forest. We update
the plan every two years, with input and cooperation from our partners and advisors: CAL FIRE, the Del Monte Forest Conservancy, Pebble Beach Company,
and the Open Space Advisory Committee.
		
“In Pebble Beach, all our wildland open space borders homes or
surrounding communities,” said District Fire Prevention Battalion Chief
Mark Mancini. “The entire forest is a wildland-urban interface so it takes an
ongoing effort to reduce fire danger and protect habitat.”
The District uses different methods for removing vegetation fuels
depending on the area being treated. Goats graze on (Cont. on page 2)

Undergrounding Phase Two update

Going underground

Construction crews use a crane to
lower a large electrical equipment
vault into the ground along 17-Mile
Drive near Alvarado Lane.

As we go to press, the District is wrapping up construction for Phase Two
of our Undergrounding Overhead Utility Program, a long-term, multiphase project to move electrical and communication mainlines below
ground. We have installed underground conduit and boxes for approximately
two miles of overhead cables and equipment along 17-Mile Drive during Phase
Two, most recently a section from the Lodge to Crespi Lane. This work included
approximately one mile of road restoration. We thank residents for their patience,
and hope everyone is enjoying the brand new paving!
Starting this winter, Comcast, PG&E, and AT&T will begin installing
their cable and equipment in the new underground structures. Once the
conversion is complete, they will remove overhead utility equipment, poles, and
lines. Currently we are on-track to complete Phase Two before the U.S. Open in
June 2019. The District’s award-winning undergrounding program will increase
service reliability and reduce forest-wide power outages during storms.
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Top plant pick:
Try this firesafe, drought-tolerant,
deer-resistant plant in your yard!
Beach strawberry (Fragaria
chiloensis) is a lovely
spreading groundcover
with fragrant white
flowers that emerge
from March to August.
Native to our coastal
bluffs and sand dunes,
this perennial also does well in
dappled woodlands. Beach strawberry is sturdy in
cold weather, likes loose soil and sand, does well
in sun to partial shade, and requires regular but
modest watering. The plant’s red foliage provides
year-round interest and birds love its red berries.
Visit the District’s firesafe
demonstration garden at 3101 Forest Lake
Road—you’ll find many low-maintenance
native flowers, ground covers, shrubs, and
trees that safeguard your home and support
local ecosystems.
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District receives award
for transparency

The California Special District Association (CSDA)
recently honored your Pebble Beach Community Service
District (PBCSD) with their Transparency Certificate of Excellence.
The award promotes accountability in operation and governance through the
CSDA’s Special District Leadership Foundation. Of the 2,000-plus special districts
in California, only about 5 percent have ever received the award.
Requirements encompass ethics training for board members, compliance
with State of California Conflict of Interest Codes, and adherence to best
practices for transparency and disclosure. The numerous areas of evaluation
include open meetings and hearings, budget accessibility, financial audits, and
outreach in the community via a well-maintained website, regular newsletter, and
social media engagement.
Your District embraces transparency and invites the public to view our
financials, meeting minutes, employee and board reimbursement records, and
other reports at PBCSD.org. We are also happy to answer any questions you might
have—just call us at 373-1274.

Fire plan (Cont. from front page)
the steep, poison-oak-filled slopes of
Pescadero Canyon to protect the Carmel
Woods neighborhood above. CAL FIRE
hand crews remove flammable brush
and trim lower “ladder” branches
to prevent fire from climbing into
trees. In appropriate areas, operators
Firefighting goats rest up after a long day
use mechanical masticators to grind
munching flammable brush in Del Monte Forest.
underbrush into wood chips.
The District works closely with naturalists, foresters, and environmental
planners to protect woodland health and encourage diversity. We identify
endangered plants before work begins, and prioritize removal of nonnative
species like French broom and pampas grass. In addition, hand crews are careful
to leave snags for cavity-nesting birds, and downed logs to nourish the soil.
The Huckleberry Hill Natural Habitat Area is our top priority, which
includes Haul Road, an emergency access route to Highway 68, and a primary
line of defense to prevent a lower Huckleberry Hill fire from reaching upper
Pebble Beach. Other areas include Pescadero Canyon and the 30-acre Navajo
Tract west of Pacific Grove, a popular area for hikers and dog walkers. In
addition, District fire inspectors monitor 130 undeveloped parcels.
Fire safety is everyone’s job

Education plays a big part in reducing fire danger. District mailings, defensible
space home inspections, our fire safe demonstration garden, and annual Safety
Day Open House provide a wealth of public safety information.
“With over half the acreage of Del Monte Forest designated as high-risk
for fire, it’s important that the entire community work together to minimize
danger,” said Chief Mancini. “We all depend on each other to take the
necessary precautions to protect our homes, families, and the forest.”
To view the current fire defense plan please visit PBCSD.org and click on the “Records” tab.
For checklists on protecting your home and property, please visit readyforwildfire.com

Sewer emergency?
Call us anytime—day or night!

When Pebble Beach resident Karen Wright heard some strange
sounds coming from her toilet and pipes she called the District
Maintenance Department for help.
“In less than 10 minutes they were knocking on my door.
I was really impressed!” said Karen. “The two fellows who
showed up were so kind. They checked everything out and really
made me feel taken care of.” Thankfully, there was no back-up
at Karen’s home, but it’s best to play it safe and call the District
immediately if there’s a problem—we are here to help!
If you have water in any amount backing up through
your toilet, tub, or shower, and plunging does not work, it is an
emergency. Call 373-1274 immediately, day or night. We are on call
24 hours a day, seven days a week, and will determine whether the
blockage is in the main line (our responsibility) or in your lateral line
(property owner’s responsibility).
Do you know how to check your sewer relief valve?

Avoid costly

damage with a

At your service

Maintenance
Technicians Kelvin
Ellison (left) and
Jim McClure share
a laugh with Pebble
Beach resident
Karen Wright during
a follow-up call.

In the event of a backup, this important device directs sewage into
your yard so it doesn’t back up into your house. You should check
it periodically to make sure that the valve is working and it’s clear
of soil and debris, especially after storms when fallen branches can
prevent it from operating. Call the District for a free inspection. Our
friendly staff can show you how to easily check it yourself.

free SRV check!
The sewer relief valve
in your yard might look
like a metal mushroom
or a capped pipe. It
prevents sewage from
backing up into your
home. To make sure
it’s working properly,
please call us at
373-1274 for a free
inspection.

When do I need to get a sewer permit?

Homeowners are responsible for the entire length of their
sewer lateral lines, from the house to where they connect with
the main line under the street. If you are replacing or repairing
your lateral line or sewer relief valve, adding a new guesthouse
connection, tearing down a residence, or performing any
construction that touches your lateral line, a permit is required.
Sewer permits protect your property, your neighbor’s
property, the main sewer system we all share, and the
environment. A District inspector will visit your home before the area is backfilled
to ensure that the installation is professional. If your lateral line allows dirt or gravel
to enter the main line it can cause blockages and sewer spills in the surrounding
neighborhood that can harm the environment and put human health at risk.
“It’s a fast and easy process to stop by the District and walk out with your
permit the same day,” said Nick Becker, District Principal Engineer. “District
inspectors are experts on our community’s sewer system, and they’ll give you
peace of mind that the job is done right.”

Wow! 90% waste diversion at Concours!
An impressive 90% of waste from the 2017 Concours d’Elegance
was diverted to recycling, thanks to the District’s partnership with
The Offset Project and Pebble Beach Company. Zero waste stations
at the event collected 181,000 pounds of recycling and 27,000
pounds of organic compostables, all delivered to the Monterey
Regional Waste Management District (MRWMD) for processing. In
addition, 2,412 pounds of unused food was collected for the Food
Bank of Monterey County, and carpeting, wood, and textiles from
the event are being offered for reuse through the MRWMD Last
Chance Mercantile.

Meet the Staff

Yuriana Nunez,
Administrative Assistant
Yuriana Nunez joined the Pebble Beach
Community Services District as administrative
assistant last September. Previously, she was
human resources coordinator at a
popular local hotel and spa where
she served over 300 employees.
“At the District we
have 13 employees and it
feels like a close-knit family.
Everyone gets to know
everyone else here. It’s
been a great transition in
my career!” said Yuriana. “It also helps when you
can seamlessly walk into a new position because
everything is organized and prepared for you—
this is a professional place.”
Yuriana’s listening, communication,
and organizational skills are a huge asset for
the District. As administrative assistant, Yuriana
is the oil that keeps the cogs and wheels of the
District running smoothly. She handles numerous
details for our management, maintenance,
engineering, and accounting staff so they can
perform their jobs as efficiently as possible.
When you call the District with
a question, Yuriana is your resource person—
she knows the answer, or where to find it. She
assists residents with reservations for Indian
Village, helps plumbers get sewer permits,
maintains our resident and property database,
prepares board packets, and much more.
“I get to wear a lot of hats and I
enjoy that,“ said Yuriana. “My fellow employees
share their knowledge with me and that’s given
me the confidence to be the face of the office.
It’s a great feeling to be part of this team,
working together toward the same goals!”
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GreenWaste
Halloween reminder
You can dispose of your
pumpkin in your yard waste cart—just
remove any candles and decorations
beforehand!

GreenWaste Holiday
Garbage Schedule

District prepares
for storm season

Fire Captain Rick Baier was part of the storm response
team in January when a pine tree toppled onto a house
on Crest Road. (Photo: David Royal - Monterey Herald)

In light of recent nationwide
weather patterns and the heavy
rain and wind we experienced
in January and February, Pebble
Beach Community Services
District (PBCSD) is augmenting
winter preparations to handle
extreme weather in the forest.

Residents will be able to phone an Emergency Call Center to get their questions
answered live, thereby reserving 911 calls for true emergencies. If need be, call
center staff will also contact residents registered with our Emergency Assistance
List to see if they need help. The call center number will be assigned during
weather events and disasters. Information will be broadcast via public media, the
District’s 1620 AM radio, and our CodeRed emergency phone message system.

Regular Pick-up
Thurs., Nov. 23
Fri., Nov. 24
Mon., Dec. 25
Tues., Dec. 26
Wed., Dec. 27
Thurs., Dec. 28
Fri., Dec. 29

Holiday Pick-up
Fri., Nov. 24
Sat., Nov. 25
Tues., Dec. 26
Wed., Dec. 27
Thurs., Dec. 28
Fri., Dec. 29
Sat., Dec. 30

— 2018 —
Mon., Jan. 1
Tues., Jan. 2
Wed., Jan. 3
Thurs., Jan. 4
Fri., Jan. 5

Tues., Jan. 2
Wed., Jan. 3
Thurs., Jan. 4
Fri., Jan. 5
Sat., Jan. 6

n

Through our partnership with Cypress and Carmel Highlands Fire Protection
Districts, we are prepared to bring in extra staff and engines when needed so that
fire and medical response remains at the same high level of service even when
demands are high. In addition, Community Emergency Response
Team (CERT) members have been trained to assist with sandbagging,
evacuations, and traffic control to help free up fire personnel.
n

District firefighters have been training with our Ocean Water
Rescue Program and are ready to respond when high surf endangers
swimmers, divers, surfers, kayakers or tourists.
n

We have already started filling sandbags which will be available for
pick-up at the fire station at Forest Lake and Lopez Roads. If you need
assistance please call 375-4204.
n

We have enhanced communications with the Monterey
County Office of Emergency Services, Monterey County Sheriff’s
Department, and Monterey County Resource Management
Agency; and we’ve updated evacuation plans to a priority-based
system which minimizes traffic congestion. We are also reviewing
procedures with Pebble Beach Company to coordinate response to
downed trees and power lines—the majority of our winter calls.
n

The District is dedicated to ensuring your safety. For information on disaster
preparedness, please visit PBCSD.org., or call 373-1274.

Did you know?

Pebble Beach was
the first community
in Monterey County
to be recognized
as StormReady and
TsunamiReady by
the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric
Administration, and
currently is one of
only 27 certified
communities in
California.

Two ways to recycle
your holiday tree
Note: before recycling you must
remove the tree stand and all
ornaments, lights, tinsel, and
decorations. Flocked trees are not accepted.
1. Curbside pick-up January 2 to 19 on your
regular collection day (no need to schedule).
Please cut tree into 6-foot lengths or shorter
and place next to your yard waste container.
After January 19 you can still dispose of small
trees in your yard waste cart, or by using the
Material Overages stickers you receive at the
beginning of each year for yard trimmings
and garbage that exceed weekly collection
levels. For more information, please call
GreenWaste Recovery at 920-6707.
2. Drop-off through January 31
Bring any size tree, no cutting required, to
the Pebble Beach Company Corporation Yard
located at Lopez and Sunridge Roads.
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