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New Lodge
project will
upgrade utilities
Your Pebble Beach
Cars file past The Lodge exit gate on
Community Services
Cypress Road, where construction
District (PBCSD) is acting as
for utility improvements will begin in
late November.
manager for a cooperative
project to efficiently replace
and modernize the underground utilities near The Lodge at Pebble Beach.
The Lodge Area Utility Improvement Project is a complex endeavor which
will include both wet and dry utilities, requiring close coordination of many
separate service providers. Performing the installation and improvement of these
underground utilities at the same time will reduce excavations, save time and
expense, and minimize inconvenience to residents and visitors.
		
Wet utilities include sewer mainlines owned by PBCSD, water
mainlines owned by California American Water, and private water lines
owned by Pebble Beach Company. Some of these underground utilities
date back to the 1930s and are due for replacement. Dry utilities include
electrical mainlines (PG&E), telephone (AT&T), and communications
(Comcast), which are part of the District’s ongoing (Cont. on page 2)

Roundabout construction slated for March

Practice makes perfect

Your PBCSD firefighters took part in a multi-agency
coastal rescue training in September, hosted by
the Monterey Fire Department. Participants utilized
infrared technology on rescue aircraft to locate
deployed mannequin “victims” at sea, and then
used hoists, helicopters, fire boats, and inflatables
to practice coordinated water rescue. Other
agencies included CAL FIRE, U.S. Coast Guard, the
Monterey County Sheriff’s Office, and California
State Parks Lifeguards.

Construction of the Holman Highway 68 Roundabout is on
schedule to begin in the spring of 2016. Project goals are to relieve
traffic congestion, improve safety, and upgrade emergency vehicle access to
the Community Hospital of Monterey, while at the same time minimizing
environmental impact.
The design team and project partners (Omni-Means, City of Monterey,
Transportation Agency of Monterey County, Pebble Beach Company, and
Caltrans) have been focused on finalizing design details and preparing for the
bidding process. They anticipate that the construction contract will be awarded
in January 2016. Construction is slated to begin in March of 2016, and if all
goes well should be completed within a nine- to 12-month period.
An interagency task force comprised of project partners and emergency
responders, including the Pebble Beach Fire Department, (Cont. on page 3)

We’ve got your back

Reducing fire fuel

Prevent backups:
don’t put oil,
grease, or fat
down the drain!
Fats, oil, and grease are
the main culprits in sewer
line backups, and take extra energy and
expense at our wastewater treatment plant,
where they must be filtered out and trucked
to the landfill. Your new GreenWaste garbage
hauler provides containers and curbside
pick-up to recycle cooking oil and motor oil.
Solid fats and grease should be collected in a
container and disposed of in the trash.
To reduce sewage spills, prevent backups,
save energy, and reduce our carbon footprint,
please put nothing down the toilet but toilet
tissue and human waste.
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In our continual effort to minimize
fire danger, your PBCSD treated
approximately 105 acres in the Del
Monte Forest this year to reduce
fire fuels and maintain fire breaks.
We contracted for six
weeks of grazing performed by
250 goats who accessed steep
hillsides dense with poison oak.
Goats to the rescue! A few of the 250 goats that munch
Besides eating dry vegetation off
fire fuel in the Forest each year leap back into action under
the ground, goats also stand on
the protective eye of their herding dog.
their hind legs to eat undergrowth
up to six feet high, which prevents fires from climbing into trees. The goats
protected homes by grazing below Carmel Woods, around Sunset Lane and
Sunridge Drive, and in other open space areas such as near the Monterey
Peninsula Country Club. Pebble Beach Company provided a trailer and other
support for the goat herder.
The District also employs CAL FIRE hand crews to thin Forest areas
with low habitat value where regrowth after the 1987 Morse Fire has created
an impenetrable and highly flammable thicket. With input from naturalists
and foresters, crews remove dead and dying saplings but retain healthy trees
of various sizes, as well as rare plants and snags for nesting wildlife. Work
continues to be concentrated along Haul Road, a designated route for
emergency response and resident evacuation, and Fire Road 8, which
is a primary firebreak between lower Huckleberry
Forest thinning
encourages plant
Hill and upper Pebble Beach.
diversity and a
Another important firefighting tool is the
healthy ecosystem for
native wildlife such as
heavy equipment tree masticator, which can
this American kestrel.
grind saplings into small chips. The four-foot
wide mulching head maneuvers in tight spaces to efficiently treat fuel, and
also prepares space to fence the goats. Combining mechanical mastication,
goat grazing, and hand thinning improves Forest health, reduces potential fire
intensity, and minimizes tree mortality by removing ladder fuels and creating
space for trees to mature and crown.

Lodge project (Cont. from front page)
Undergrounding Overhead Utilities Program. PG&E will be installing a
higher kilovolt system dedicated to the Lodge area which will improve service
reliability for surrounding neighborhoods, especially during special events
when electrical demand is high.
The majority of the Lodge Area Utility Improvement Project
construction is scheduled for a six-month period starting in late November
2015. Construction will start near The Lodge exit (the Iron Gate) and continue
along Cypress Drive towards Casa Palmero. There will be no construction
during the 2016 AT&T Pro Am golf tournament.
PBCSD is working closely with Pebble Beach Company to coordinate
construction and minimize disruption to residents and guests of the Del Monte
Forest. There will be detours from time to time, and your route to and from
the post office, market, and banks may change temporarily. Restaurants and
retail shops will remain open as usual. When completed, the Lodge Project will
improve service reliability for years to come, while protecting the health and
safety of people and our local environment.

Fire incident roundup

Quick response prevents spread of fires
On July 16, your PBCSD Fire Department was able to save a
Colton Road residence and keep the fire from spreading to nearby
trees and properties. Firefighters arrived within minutes of receiving
a call from an alert neighbor, and contained the blaze to the garage
and part of the yard. The responders rescued two dogs that had
been left inside the residence, much to the relief of the owners who
arrived home as crews were working to contain the flames. The
cause of the fire was undetermined.
n

On August 8 at 1 am, District firefighters responded to a single-car
accident on Sunridge Road. The vehicle had hit a tree and was
engulfed in flames. They quickly extinguished the fire, which had
already spread to surrounding dry vegetation. The driver, a Pebble
Beach resident, had escaped the car and was transported to a local
hospital with minor injuries. The collision was caused by an unsafe
turning movement.
n

Disaster averted
Firefighters douse
remaining hot spots
at a July garage fire
on Colton Road. The
ventilation hole they
cut in the roof helped
save the adjoining
residence.

On April 22, firefighters received a call from The Lodge at
Pebble Beach and arrived to find flames coming out of the
structure’s chimney, and smoke spreading into the attic. Crews quickly deployed
an aerial ladder and water tower to the roof and were able to contain the fire to
the chimney. The incident was caused by a breach in the chimney box.
So far this year, District Firefighters have responded to a total of eight
structural, vehicle, and vegetation fires in Pebble Beach.
“Quick, coordinated teamwork confined these fires so there was minimal
damage,” said Battalion Chief Jude Acosta. “Continual training and equipment
maintenance keep our crews in a constant state of readiness. That’s especially
important in the Del Monte Forest where urban and wildlands interface, making
it easy for fires to spread rapidly into a major event. . . . The residents of Pebble
Beach are an important part of our firefighting team by maintaining fuel-free
zones and defensible space around their homes. This gives our crews a place to
work, and it protects property, families, neighbors, and firefighters.”
n

And they’re off!

The District’s second annual Zombie Race and
Emergency Preparedness Fair was a soldout event with over 600 adults and children
running 5K and 2K races over the fire roads in
Pebble Beach. The family-oriented race is a fun
event featuring prizes for best costumes, and
educational displays on safety and disaster
preparedness. Watch our Facebook page at
tinyurl.com/PBCSD-Facebook for the date of
our next race in October 2016!

Roundabout (Cont. from front page)

will provide public information and help prepare the community for
construction. The Transportation Agency for Monterey County will
lead outreach efforts, providing updated information on their website
to include road closures, alternative driving routes, and a webcam for
viewing construction in real-time. Residents may also sign up to receive
direct email updates. For more information, please visit tamcmonterey.org,
or call 755-4403.

Meet the Staff

Nate Armstrong,
EMS Battalion Chief

We congratulate
former Paramedic
Coordinator Nate
Armstrong on
his recent promotion to Battalion Chief of
Emergency Medical Services (EMS). Nate is
the fourth Battalion Chief appointed locally,
which ensures that two chiefs are on duty at
all times to coordinate emergencies such as
fires, floods, and multiple vehicle collisions,
should more than one incident occur at the
same time.
“Having a dedicated EMS
specialist is a great advantage for Forest
residents because it allows us to provide
continuity of care at a very high level, acting
as liaison with the Community Hospital of the
Monterey Peninsula,” said Chief Armstrong.
Along with Salinas and Monterey
County Regional, Pebble Beach is one of
only three fire agencies in the county that
provide advanced life support. Every fire
engine dispatched has a qualified paramedic
on board, the most highly skilled pre-hospital
responder, qualified to provided advanced
airway management, intubation, critical care
medication en route to the hospital, and other
advanced care.
“We are always working to stay on
the cutting edge of new developments in
pre-hospital care,” said Chief Armstrong.
“Residents and visitors to Pebble Beach can
rest assured that they have access to the best
possible emergency medical services.”
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Are you ready for
El Niño? 6 tips:

Trees and storms can be lethal

Downed trees and power
lines block a road after a 2008 storm in the Forest. Thankfully,
nobody was on this road when the trees fell. Watch weather reports
and run your errands before predicted storms and high winds.

With predictions of a severe
El Niño this year, California
municipalities and residents
are preparing for storms
and flooding. Here are a
few reminders as we enter
the rainy season. Please visit
PBCSD.org for detailed
instructions and checklists.

Plan ahead to weather the storm

1. Trim or remove hazardous trees on your property. In particular, our aging native

Monterey pines are having a major die off during the drought. Do not drive in the
Forest during storms or high winds.
2. Have a disaster preparedness plan. Refresh your disaster kit so you

can be self-sufficient for three days without power or water—see
checklist at PBCSD.org. If you live in a flood-prone area, prepare
an action list to minimize losses, such as stacking furniture above
flood level, moving items to a second story, removing rugs,
throwing curtains up over rods, and removing motors from lowlying furnaces and other equipment. Designate a friend or relative
outside the area for family members to call if separated.
3. Pick up free sandbags at the fire station at Forest Lake and

Lopez Roads (for assistance please call 375-4204). Keep plastic
sheeting and plywood handy for waterproofing doorways.
4. Clean out your home rain gutters regularly and keep street

gutters and catch basins near your home clear of debris.

5. Locate your main electrical fuse box, water service main,

and natural gas main. Make sure everyone knows how to turn
them off and keep tools near the shut-off valves.
6. Stay tuned to 1620 AM radio for road closures and other

Would you need
help evacuating?
If you have limited
mobility or do not drive,
please make sure you are
listed on the District’s
Emergency Assistance
List. It’s easy—just click

the link on our home page
at PBCSD.org, or call
373-1274. In the event
of an emergency we will
phone you, and provide a
home check or evacuation
assistance if needed. All
your information is
strictly confidential.

hazards. The District’s Reverse 911 system will contact you with
emergency information so make sure your contacts are current,
especially cell phones so we can alert you to situations affecting your home, family,
and pets if you are away. To register or update call 647-5642, or visit PBCSD.org.
Our website also provides detailed disaster information, or go to ready.gov.

New GreenWaste
hauling and
recycling services
Extra Materials Program
Previous quarterly cleanups (seven extra bags
during a certain week) have been replaced with
a more flexible program. Residents have been
mailed 30 stickers for 30 extra disposals per
calendar year. Use any number of stickers on
any regularly scheduled collection day.
Garbage should be in 32-gallon bags or personal
cans, and yard trimmings should be in personal
cans or bundled—not in plastic bags.
Clean-up Program
Schedule up to three collections each year
for bulky and reusable items at no additional
charge. Each collection can include up to five
e-waste items (computers, televisions), two large
appliances or bulky items (mattresses, furniture,
washing machines, carpets), and two cubic yards
of reusable items for the Last Chance Mercantile
resale shop (equivalent to fourteen 32-gallon
bags or three-foot-square boxes).
Recycle more items curbside
Small appliances and e-waste (like toasters
and cell phones) can go into your regular
recycling bin. Call to schedule curbside pick-up of
household batteries, cooking oil, motor oil, used
filters, water-based paint, and auto batteries.
For information or to schedule pick-ups,
please visit greenwaste.com or call 920-6707.
Pharmaceuticals/sharps
PBCSD provides kiosks for medical waste
disposal Monday through Thursday, 10 am to
4 pm, inside the fire station lobby located at
3101 Forest Lake Road.

Thanksgiving
& Christmas
Garbage Schedule
Regular Pick-up
Thurs., Nov. 26
Fri., Nov. 27
Fri., Dec. 25
Fri., Jan. 1

Holiday Pick-up
Fri., Nov. 27
Sat., Nov. 28
Sat., Dec. 26
Sat., Jan. 2

Two ways to recycle
your holiday tree
Note: before recycling you must
remove the tree stand and all
ornaments, lights, tinsel, and
decorations. Flocked trees are not accepted.

1. Curbside pick-up Jan. 2 -15 (no need to
schedule): Please cut tree into six-foot lengths.
2. Drop off through Jan. 31: Bring any
size tree, no cutting required, to the Pebble
Beach Company Corporation Yard located at
Lopez and Sunridge Roads.
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