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High-tech gear aids emergency rescue
When District firefighters responded to a nighttime vehicle accident on Highway 
68 earlier this year they found a car that had gone off the road into the base of  
a tree—but nobody inside. The dazed and confused driver had wandered off 
into the acres of  dark forest. Within five minutes responders found the woman 
huddled at the base of  a tree, thanks to the District’s high-tech thermal imaging 
cameras which detected her body heat. Firefighters recently received upgraded 
cameras as part of  a budgeted capital outlay which also included the purchase 
of  new self-contained breathing apparatuses (SCBAs) to replace 15-year-old 
models that had become obsolete.
        “Technology has improved by leaps and bounds in the past 15 years,” 
said Fire Captain Josh Silveira. “Processors in the new cameras work much 

faster, and they are so precise they can detect a five degree change in temperature.” 
The cameras can locate victims in burning buildings, lost hikers, and hotspots in 
structure and wildfires, as well as detect leaking gas and hazardous liquids. They 
also play a role in preventing fires. “We have located faulty (Cont. on page 2)
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New District projects will help prevent spills into 
the ocean, protecting wildlife like these local sea 
otters. Projects also support water recycling that 
reduces drawdown of the Carmel River.
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Upgrades will help 
protect habitat
In our continued mission to safeguard 
residents and protect nearshore waters, 
as well as support water recycling 
and conservation, your Pebble Beach 
Community Services District (PBCSD) 
will be upgrading the systems which 
allow us to track and remotely control 
both our wastewater collection and 
reclaimed water distribution systems.

SCADA upgrade
The hardware and software that makes up our supervisory control and data 
acquisition system (SCADA) is now 10 to 15 years old, and due for replacement 
to maintain efficiency and reliability. On the wastewater collection side, the 
system provides control of  the underground pump stations which send our 
community’s wastewater on its daily route to the Carmel Area Wastewater 
District (CAWD) for treatment and recycling. Since six of  our eight pump stations 
are near the coastline, our SCADA system is vital to prevent 

Capital projects roundup

FireFighter’s liFeline
The District’s new self-contained 
breathing apparatuses have 
enhanced safety features to protect 
firefighters.



  
 

High-tech gear (Cont. from front page)
wiring when people call us about burning electrical 
smells. Even an overheated ballast in a fluorescent 
light shows up clear as day,” said Josh. “One resident 

suspected a water leak and the camera found it hidden    
  behind a wall.”

Breathing easier with new safety features
The new SCBAs also offer a much higher degree of  
accuracy and safety for firefighters who use them when 

entering burning structures. The new models provide 45 minutes of  compressed 
air, as compared to 30 minutes in the old ones.  When air is running low, the new 
system touches three senses by vibrating and giving an auditory and visual alert.
 “During an emergency you’re adrenaline-driven so these multi-sense 
cues are very important,” said Josh. “It’s easy to get so focused on putting out 
the fire or rescuing a victim that you don’t think about your life supply.” In 
addition, improved telemetry on the SCBAs allows the Incident Commander 
to keep track of  individuals more accurately, so if  somebody goes down inside 
a structure they can be located immediately. “These upgrades support our 
mission to protect residents and property in the most efficient and safe manner 
possible,” said Josh.

Thermal imaging cameras help 
firefighters see through smoke 
and flames to locate victims.

Stop the invasion!  
Keep this non-native, 
invasive plant out of your yard!

Acacias are widespread throughout 
Pebble Beach, and are the 

the bane of local ecologists 
and allergy sufferers. 
The culprits from “down 
under” are the golden 
wattle and prickly moses 

varieties. Both grow as 
immense shrubs as well as 

aspiring trees, and are profusely 
flowered in canary yellow with 
pollen that doesn’t quit—and 

therein lies the rub (and scratch, and sniffle, 
and trips to the allergist). Eradicating acacias is 
unlikely, but, a word to the wise: “Please, plant 
no more!” Instead, consider California coffeeberry 
and toyon as beautiful, allery-free alternatives.
            Non-native plants degrade the 
environment, and reduce habitat and food sources 
for native wildlife. Visit the District’s firesafe 
garden at 3101 Forest Lake Road to view many 
low-maintenance native flowers, ground covers, 
shrubs, and trees that safeguard your home and 
support local ecosystems.

Golden wattle 
acacia
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PBCSD is a multi-purpose local 
government voted into existence by Del 
Monte Forest residents on July 1, 1982. 
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Garbage collection and recycling 
GreenWaste Recovery:  920-6707

Free 24-hour sewer service:  373-1274
If water is overflowing into your home it is an 
emergency. Call us immediately, day or night.

Fire and medical emergencies
call 911 

PBCSD Board of Directors
President   Rick D. Verbanec 
Vice President Peter B. McKee
Director Jeffery B. Froke, Ph.D
Director  Richard B. Gebhart 
Director Leo M. Laska   

General Manager Mike Niccum

Meet your new fire chief
We welcome David Fulcher to the District 
as our new Fire Chief  for the Pebble 
Beach, Cypress, and Carmel Highlands 
Fire Departments. Chief  Fulcher, a 30-year 
veteran of  CAL FIRE, brings a wealth of  
experience to the job, having worked in 
the Riverside and Nevada-Yuba-Placer 
Units, and the CAL FIRE Southern Region 
Operations Center. During his career, he 
served as a Firefighter, Engineer, Fire Crew 
Captain, Municipal and Wildland Engine 
Captain, Emergency Command Center 
Captain, Deputy Chief, Battalion Chief, and 
Division Chief.
  His last assignment was Deputy 
Incident Commander, during which time he was assigned to the 2017 
Creek and 2018 Hirz Fires. He has also worked for FEMA as a Rescue and 
Hazardous Materials Specialist, and was deployed to Hurricane Rita in 2005.  
 “Pebble Beach District employees and firefighters are some of  the 
most dedicated people in the state,” said Chief  Fulcher. “They have a top-
notch reputation for their fire prevention planning and education, resource 
management, and emergency medical, fire, and rescue response. Living in 
the Del Monte Forest, Pebble Beach residents are also fire safety leaders in 
the community, with their ongoing efforts to maintain defensible space and 
protect home and property from wildland fires. It’s an honor to serve as 
chief  and I will be doing all I can to support emergency preparedness and 
response within our fire districts.”



District Principal Engineer Nick Becker 
inspects the Forest Lake Reservoir SCADA 
system, due for upgrades next year.

Upgrades (Cont. from front page)

U.S. Open safety plan underway
The District has already begun working 

with the Monterey County Sheriff’s 
Office, California Highway Patrol, 
American Medical Response, and 

U.S. Open officials to ensure safety 
at the June 13-16 U.S. Open golf 

event next year. The emergency response plan 
includes paramedics carts, EMT bike teams, and 

ambulance and fire engine allocation. 
As with all major Pebble Beach events, GPS-

enabled paramedic golf carts will be on patrol, 
with the District command post monitoring their 

locations in real time so the closest cart can be 
deployed to people in need.

“This collaborative effort ensures an efficient, 
single-response plan so that residents and 
visitors receive the quickest response time 

possible during an emergency,” said District Fire 
Operations Chief Buddy Bloxham.

Pebble Beach and Carmel wastewater is cleaned at the CAWD 
treatment plant and pumped to the Forest Lake Reservoir 

(pictured here) to supply golf courses with reclaimed water.

sewage spills and protect ocean ecosystems. 
If  there is any equipment anomaly SCADA will 
alert District staff who are on-call 24 hours a day to 
correct problems immediately. The SCADA system 
also remotely controls the Forest Lake Reservoir and 
Poppy Hills storage tank, which provide recycled 
water to seven Pebble Beach golf  courses and the 
Stevenson school athletic fields. 
 In addition, we will be designing and building 
a new communication system on which to run 
SCADA, since the AT&T network we currently use 
is going obsolete in 2020. Having our own private network will reduce long-term 
operating costs compared to contracting for new service.

Water reclamation upgrade
The District will soon be requesting bids to replace old infrastructure at the Forest 
Lake water reclamation storage facility. The project will rehabilitate the pump 
station that is used to move water from the lake into the distribution system. The 
installation of  an additional pump will increase operational flexibility and allow 

the Poppy Hills storage tank to be taken off line for 
rehabilitation next year.

      Funded primarily by the golf  course owners, 
the wastewater reclamation project saves potable 
water, reduces demand on the Carmel River, and 
decreases discharge of  treated wastewater into 
Carmel Bay—all at no cost to the public. With a 
capacity of  115 million gallons, the Forest Lake 
Reservoir also serves as a fill station for CAL 
FIRE helicopters that siphon water for air drops 
on local wildfires. 

Update: CAWD treatment plant renovation
The CAWD treatment plant cleans all Pebble Beach wastewater, and provides 
high quality recycled water for our Forest Lake Reservoir. Phase One of  CAWD’s 
Capital Improvements Projects 15-Year Master Plan was completed earlier this 
year, well within budget and with even more improvements than originally planned. 
 The plant now has a new 450,000 gallon primary digester to break down 
biosolids, a safer hypochlorite disinfection system, and numerous other cost- 
and energy-saving systems that allow the use of  less chemicals and power while 

improving processes throughout the plant. 
Design for Phase Two of  the three-phase 
renovation is underway, and includes 
electrical improvements and rehabilitation 
of  the headworks, pump stations, and 
a 1970s-era digester which will serve as 
a back-up. Phase Three will focus on 
maximizing the use of  renewable resources.
         The District is paying one-third 
of  the projected $40 million cost of  
renovation, as per our agreement which 
entitles Pebble Beach to one-third plant 
capacity.  
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Way to go Pebble Beach recyclers! Hundreds 
of environmentally minded residents turned 

out for the District’s Big Green Recycling 
Event on Sept. 22. A total of 352 vehicles 

dropped off an impressive 7.6 tons of 
electronic waste, 4.5 tons of household 

hazardous waste, and 480 pounds of 
pharmaceuticals. The Monterey Regional 
Waste Management District collected 514 
pounds of reusable products that they will 

offer free of charge at their Last Chance 
Mercantile at the Marina landfill. 

BigGREEN

Recycling WRap-up

CAWD’s new, 
highly efficient 
450,000-gallon 
digester is now 
online, breaking 
down biosolids in 
our community’s 
wastewater.
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     Be a Five-
star recycler!
The best way to 
recycle a plastic 
bottle is to empty 
it, crush it, and 
put the cap back 
on. Replace metal 
lids on glass 
containers also. 
Best practice: 
save money with 
a reusable water 
bottle.
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Recycling program changes 
Curbside collection programs changed this year with 
shifts in global recycling markets. China’s decision to 
embargo the import of  some recyclable materials has left 
US recyclers in the lurch, including our local Monterey 
Regional Waste Management District (MRWMD). 
While they scramble to find new international buyers, 
some materials can not be recycled and others need to 
be recycled differently. Our local hauler GreenWaste 

Recovery is producing a new recycling guide which will be ready early next year.  
 Due to new, stringent limitations on waste stream contamination, it’s 
more important than ever to keep materials as clean as possible, and only put 
truly recyclable items in your bin. The new “What Goes Where?” app can help 
with that. MRWMD created the app along with Salinas Valley Recycles and local 
haulers. When you enter an item into the app it will tell you whether it should: go 
in the garbage, recycling or compost bin; be included in your bulky and reusable 
item pick-up; or delivered to a nearby drop off station. The database will be 
updated as changes arise, and users can suggest additional items. Download the 
app on your IOS or Android device, or access it at the WhatGoesWhere.info 
website, which has more information and a fun recycling challenge game.

Important changes in recycling
1. Plastic bags can no longer be recycled curbside because they are too dirty for processors in China. 
Please recycle them at local stores such as Safeway, Lucky, Rite Aid, and Target.

2. Bottle caps should remain on bottles or they will fall through machinery and be landfilled. Crush plastic 
bottles and put the lid back on, and keep metal lids on glass containers. Recycle metal beer and soda caps.

3. Small electronics like appliances, phones, keyboards, and cameras must be disposed of in your bulky/
reusable item pick-up, not the recycling bin. Customers can request three free pick-ups per year.

4. Styrofoam packing peanuts/blocks, egg cartons, coolers etc. are no longer recyclable and must go in the trash. 
You can call your local shipping store to see if they accept packaging material for reuse. 

5. Recyclables should be as clean as possible, within reason. Water is a 
precious resource so there’s no need to rinse, but empty out liquids and use 
a spatula to clean jars. Put soiled cardboard and paper in the garbage.

 Most importantly, Reduce, Reuse and Recycle—
in that order. The first “R” has the most positive impact, 
followed by reusing, and recycling as a last resort. Use a 
refillable water bottle, avoid overpackaged and one-time 
use products, buy local instead of  mail order, use your 
own to-go mug at the coffee shop, bring your own con-
tainers for take-out, and refuse straws and plastic utensils.

What’s 
recyclaBle?

The new  “What Goes Where?” 
app tells you how to dispose 
of everyday items.

GreenWaste Holiday
Garbage Schedule

Two ways to recycle 
your holiday tree

Note:  before recycling you must 
remove the tree stand and all 
ornaments, lights, tinsel, and 

decorations. Flocked trees are not accepted. 

1. Curbside pick-up January 2 to 18 on your 
regular collection day (no need to schedule).
Please cut tree into 6-foot lengths or shorter 
and place next to your yard waste container. 

After January 18 you can still dispose of 
small trees in your yard waste cart, or use the 
Material Overages stickers you receive at the 

beginning of each year for yard trimmings 
and garbage that exceed weekly collection 

levels. For more information, please call 
GreenWaste Recovery at 920-6707.

2. Drop-off through January 31 
Bring any size tree, no cutting required, to 

the Pebble Beach Company Corporation Yard 
located at Lopez and Sunridge Roads. 

 Thurs., Nov. 22 Fri., Nov. 23 
 Fri., Nov. 23 Sat., Nov. 24
 Tues., Dec. 25 Wed., Dec. 26
 Wed., Dec. 26 Thurs., Dec. 27
 Thurs., Dec. 27 Fri., Dec. 28
 Fri., Dec. 28 Sat., Dec. 29

               — 2019 — 
 Tues., Jan. 1 Wed., Jan. 2
 Wed., Jan. 2 Thurs., Jan. 3
 Thurs., Jan. 3 Fri., Jan. 4
 Fri., Jan. 4 Sat., Jan. 5

 Regular Pick-up     Holiday Pick-up

Beware of 
slippery roads!

More vehicle 
accidents occur 

during the first rains 
of winter which activate 

oil and other accumulated 
substances on roadways. Be especially aware 

on the forest’s curvy roads, and when you 
stop at intersections. Turn on your headlights 
when it’s raining—it’s the law—and use your 
high beams at night to see further down the 
road when there are no oncoming vehicles.


