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Mark your calendars for our annual 
Open House Safety Day and buffet!  

Sat. June 23, 10 am-2 pm, 
P.B. Fire Department, Forest Lake & Lopez Rds. 
Meet your neighbors, local firefighters, 
and District staff at this fun event! Enjoy 
a delicious free buffet, check out the 
educational displays, visit the dress-up photo 
booth, and entertain the kids with the bounce 
house, face painting, and other activities. 
Recharge your fire extinguishers, practice 
putting out fires, experience the smoke 
trailer, and pick up the information you need 
to protect your home and family! 

A new era for local recycling
On February 24, the Monterey Regional Waste Management District (MRWMD) 
cut the ribbon on our community’s new $24 million Materials Recovery Facility 
(MRF), ensuring that Pebble Beach and other MRWMD member agencies will 
achieve California’s mandated 75% recycling goal by 2020. 
 More than 500 local residents turned out to tour the publicly-owned 
MRF, to see where their recyclables are sorted, separated, and baled into 
commodities for delivery to manufacturers who will recycle 
them into new products. Located north of  Marina, 
the impressive, 100,000 square-foot facility is 40 
feet longer than a football field, and nearly twice 
as wide. High-tech equipment such as density 
separators, magnets, and optical sorters 
separate materials at a 95% accuracy rate. 
 The MRF will lower greenhouse gas 
emissions and provide local control over where 
our recyclables go, and what they are recycled 
into. The facility also creates (Cont. on page 2)
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District fire department 
achieves elite No. 1 rating
Pebble Beach Fire Department is now one 
of  an elite class of  fire departments who 
have achieved a prestigious Class One out 
of  ten rating for fire protection. Ratings 
are assigned by the Insurance Services 
Office, the national organization that 
provides analysis to the insurance industry. 
 “When the ISO rating increases 
there is potential for insurance rates to decrease,” said Pebble Beach Fire Chief  
Brennan Blue. “The assessment from ISO is a good external review that evaluates 
our preparedness, as well as how we are providing fire services to the community.”
 Pebble Beach is the first and only fire department in Monterey County and 
the Central Coast area to achieve the highest Class One rating, an increase from the 
Class Two rating assigned in 2015. Of  the 911 California fire departments rated by 
the ISO, only 31 departments—less than 5%—are rated Class One. Nationwide, 
only 270 of  43,366 departments have achieved this highest rating. 
 “CAL FIRE has been working closely with Pebble Beach 

MRWMD employees 
stand atop a bale of 
plastic bottles that 
manufacturers will use 
to make new products.

Water system improvements made 
by the District were key in helping 

Pebble Beach Fire Department 
achieve the highest Class One rating. 



  
 

We all depend on each other to reduce 
fire risk and keep our community 
safe. The District works year-round to 
maintain a high state of  fire readiness 
with prevention programs, fuel 
reduction in the forest, maintenance 
of  fire breaks, cooperative aid 
agreements, and much more. We 
count on you to complete your own 
fire preparations, and CAL FIRE’s Ready, Set, Go program can help. 

Get Ready  Complete the Defensible Space Checklist which has been mailed to 
all forest residents. Clear flammable vegetation within 30 feet of  your home, and 
remove leaves and needles from your roof  and gutters. Maintain defensible space 
100 feet out from your home, including removal of  branches within six feet of  
the ground. “Harden” your home to protect it from flying embers.

Get Set  Practice your Wildfire Evacuation Plan so that everyone is prepared 
including children, pets, seniors, and disabled family members. Designate 
a meeting location outside the area, and assign a friend or relative to act as 
contact person. Assemble an emergency supply kit for each person and pet:  
food, water, clothing, and supplies to last for at least three days. 

Go!  When evacuating, remember the “Six Ps:” People and pets; Papers, phone 
numbers and important documents; Prescriptions, vitamins, and eyeglasses, 
Pictures and irreplaceable memorabilia, Personal computer and hard drives; 
and Plastic (credit cards, ATM cards, and cash). Leave as soon as fire officials 
recommend evacuation to avoid getting caught in fires or traffic. If  there’s time, 

follow CAL FIRE’s Pre-evacuation Checklist to prepare 
your home. If  you know you will need help evacuating, 
sign up for the District’s Emergency Assistance List at 
pbcsd.org.

   Visit readyforwildfire.org for detailed instructions and 
checklists, as well as downloadable brochures that break down all 
the required actions to prepare for fire and emergency evacuations. 
If  you have unanswered questions, please call the District Fire 
Department at 375-9647. 

Recycling (Cont. from front page)
green jobs in our community, employing 55 staff members who remove 
contaminants, keep materials moving, and load trucks with outbound baled 
recyclables. Currently, the MRF is producing up to 120 bales of  recyclable 
materials daily, averaging 1,500 pounds each.
 Our new MRF is also the only facility in California that combines a 
single-stream recycling system with a construction and demolition (C & D) 
recycling system. The C & D processing line reclaims mixed construction 
materials such as wood, metal, concrete, and drywall, which will enable local 
builders to achieve compliance with state law requiring 65% recycling on all 
new construction.
 MRWMD will be announcing additional open house events at their 
facility two miles north of  Marina, so that people can tour the new, state-of-the-
art MRF.  For information about school or public tours, please contact Kimberle 
at 831-264-6491, or kherring@mrwmd.org.

Download the 
Ready Set Go 
app to your 
smartphone for 
checklists and 
step-by-step  
instructions on 
how to prepare 
for fire emer-
gencies and 
evacuations. 

The Monterey Bay Chapter of the 
American Public Works Association (APWA) has 
recognized the Holman Highway 68 Roundabout 
as an outstanding Project of the Year for 2018. 
The Roundabout received an Honorable Mention in 
the over $5 million category, with first place going 
to the Pfeiffer Canyon Bridge project. 
 The award honors the cooperative achieve-
ment made by the managing agencies, consultants, 
engineers, and contractors who brought the project 
to fruition. Roundabout partners include the City 
of Monterey, Transportation Agency of Monterey 
County, Omni-Means, Caltrans, Granite Construction, 
and Pebble Beach Company. The PBCSD Fire Depart-
ment served on the Roundabout Interagency Task 
Force, and our Principal Engineer attended construc-
tion meetings throughout the process.
 The Roundabout was also honored for 
“Best Use of Government Funds” by the editors of 
the Monterey County Weekly in their annual “Best 
of Monterey County” edition, cited as a well-
executed public-private venture that has improved 
traffic flow and quality of life for travelers in a 
previously congested intersection. 

Pebble Beach 
Community 
Services District 

PBCSD is a multi-purpose local government 
voted into existence by Del Monte Forest 
residents on July 1, 1982. 

PBCSD administrative office
(831) 373-1274
3101 Forest Lake Road,
Pebble Beach, CA 93953
PBCSD.org
tinyurl.com/PBCSD-Facebook
tinyurl.com/PBCSD-Twitter

Garbage collection and recycling 
GreenWaste Recovery:  920-6707

Free 24-hour sewer service:  373-1274
If water is overflowing into your home it is an 
emergency. Call us immediately, day or night.

Fire and medical emergencies
call 911 

PBCSD Board of Directors
President   Rick D. Verbanec 
Vice President Peter B. McKee
Director Jeffery B. Froke, Ph.D
Director  Richard B. Gebhart 
Director Leo M. Laska   

General Manager Mike Niccum

Preparing for wildfires
Hwy. 68 Roundabout 
receives honors

Preparing for fires is 
essential in the Del Monte 

Forest, where homes 
adjoin wildlands.



  
 

Host families needed for U.s. amateUr 
The U.S. Amateur Championship has long been the 
proving ground for future PGA Tour stars, with past 
winners like Tiger Woods and Jack Nicklaus. The Amateur 
returns to Pebble Beach this year, and host families are 
needed to house players. Maximum commitment is from 
Thursday, Aug. 9 (before practice rounds) through Sunday, 
August 19 (the final match). For details, please contact 
Susan at 649-7651, or merfelds@pebblebeach.com. For 
information on becoming an event volunteer, please visit 
2018usamvolunteers.usga.org.

Utilities undergrounding on schedule
Work continues on Phase Two of  PBCSD’s Undergrounding 
Overhead Utility Program, and we are on schedule for 
completion before the U.S. Open in June 2019. Our award-
winning undergrounding program is a longterm, multi-
phase project coordinating multiple utilities to relocate 
electrical and communication main lines below ground to 
increase service reliability and reduce forest-wide power 
outages during storms.
  Installation of  underground conduit and utility 
boxes for approximately a two-mile section along 17-Mile 
Drive was completed last December. Since then, utility companies have been 
installing new lines and equipment into the underground structures. Unlike initial 
construction and excavation, utilities conversion is much less invasive and should 
not impact traffic flow except for short-term diversions around small work areas.
 As we go to press, Comcast and AT&T have the majority of  their 
utilities undergrounded, and PG&E is scheduled to begin their installation this 
summer. PG&E has the lion’s share of  the work since they will also be replacing 
transformers to upgrade circuitry around the Lodge. The higher 21 kilovolt 
system will improve reliability for surrounding neighborhoods, especially during 
special events when electrical demand is high. Once the conversion is complete, 
utilities will remove overhead lines and power poles. The District is already 
working on the preliminary design for Phase Three, which will underground a 
one-mile section along Forest Lake Road between Phase One and Two, joining 
them to create 4.6 miles of  continuous undergrounded utilities.

Fire department rated No. 1 (Cont. from front page)

Meet the Staff
Colette O’Connor, 
Fire Protection and 

Planning Captain 
We welcome Fire Captain Colette O’Connor 
to the Fire Protection and Planning team at 

PBCSD. Colette will assist 
with the review of 
building plans 
for new and 
remodeled 
residential 
homes and 
businesses, 

ensuring that they 
meet California fire 

and building codes. She will also perform site 
inspections and help with defensible space 

inspections to help residents make their homes 
as firesafe as possible.

Colette joined CAL FIRE right out 
of high school, and has worked her way up 
through the ranks. Most recently, she was a 
station captain responding to wildland and 

structure fires in Cachagua, and before that she 
was a Training Captain for the Pebble Beach, 
Cypress, and Carmel Highlands Districts. She 
teaches CAL FIRE Incident Management and 
is also a Division Group Supervisor who has 

worked fires all over the state.
 “I’m really excited to be part of 

the great team here, where there is so much 
expertise and knowledge to share. I look 

forward to working with the contractors and 
architects, and getting to know local residents!”

A PG&E employee feeds giant spools of 
electrical main line into underground conduit, 
replacing overhead lines that are vulnerable 
during storms in the forest. 

Colette with her 
friend, “Smokey.”

Community Services District (PBCSD) to improve and enhance our emergency 
response and preparedness,” said Chief  Blue. “The District’s investment to 
upgrade water delivery systems throughout the forest really helped push our 
agency over the top.” 
 PBCSD’s 20-year Water System Improvements for Fire Protection plan 
included replacement of  17 miles of  undersized pipe to improve water flow, 
construction of  an 800,000 gallon water tank on Huckleberry Hill, and installation 
of  new pumps, power generators, and over 200 additional fire hydrants to ensure 
that firefighters have immediate access to water in all areas of  Pebble Beach, even 
during power outages.
 The ISO’s comprehensive survey also evaluated emergency 
communication, fire alarm response times, the number and types of  fire 
apparatus and engines, fire prevention and education programs, number of  
personnel and their level of  ongoing training, equipment maintenance records, 
and many other areas of  operation.            

Preparing for fires is 
essential in the Del Monte 

Forest, where homes 
adjoin wildlands.
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Glass windows and broken glass
Plastic products: containers, 

buckets, flower pots, squeezable 
bottles, non-toxic household 
cleaner bottles, kiddy swimming 
pools, plastic toys, and empty 
prescription bottles

Paper, envelopes, books, 
newspaper, junk mail, telephone 
books, wrapping and tissue 
paper, magazines, and shredded 
paper that is sealed in a clear 
plastic bag

Scrap metal such as keys, tools, 
screws, nails, bolts, pipes, cans, 
bundled coat hangers, pots and 
pans, empty paint cans, aerosol 
cans, chicken wire, and clean 
tinfoil

Plastic bubble wrap, shrink wrap, 
zip lock bags, baggies, frozen 
food bags and pouches, salad 

bags, cellophane, dry cleaning 
and newspaper bags, produce 
bags, and shopping bags (seal 
all inside one clear plastic bag)

Styrofoam peanuts and packing 
blocks (seal inside a clear, 
plastic bag)

Batteries: leave on top of your 
blue recycling cart in a sealed, 
clear plastic bag

Fabric and textiles like clothing, 
electric blankets, carpets and 
rugs, boots and shoes, and 
cloth diapers (seal clean textiles 
in a clear plastic bag) 

Bulky and reusable items:  
Schedule up to three 
collections per year. 
Each can include up 
to five e-waste items 
(computers, televisions), 

two bulky items (mattresses, 
furniture, washing machines, 
carpets), and two cubic yards of 
reusable resale items (equivalent 
to fourteen 32- gallon bags). 

Not sure if you can recycle a 
certain item, or where 
it should go? Please 
call GreenWaste at       
920-6707.

     Be a five-star     
   recycler!
Scrape it clean—food 
is a major recycling 
contaminant. Washing 
containers is not 
necessary, but you 
should rinse or scrape 
away most food 
remnants and sticky 
residue. Also, do not 
recycle greasy paper 
or cardboard, such as 
pizza or donut boxes. 
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What to recycle
With the opening of  our 
community’s new state-of-the-
art Material Recovery Facility, 
or MRF (see article, page one), 
all Pebble Beach recyclables will 
be delivered to the Monterey 
Regional Waste Management 
District (MRWMD) north 
of  Marina. (During MRF 
construction, recyclables went to 

the GreenWaste processing facility in San Jose.) GreenWaste will be working 
closely with MRWMD over the coming months as they fine-tune the new 
equipment for maximum efficiency. 
 The District and participating agencies are developing an app that will 
quickly tell you if  an item is recyclable, so we can keep our recycling stream as 
clean as possible. Watch for details in your next newsletter. In the meantime, here 
are some recyclables to keep in mind during your spring cleaning.

GreenWaste free cart 
pickup or return service

Standard GreenWaste service 
includes one-way pick-up of your three carts 

from a backyard or sideyard, or return of your 
carts to a designated location on your property. 

This courtesy is free of charge for garbage, 
recycling, and yard waste bins stored within 100 

feet of the curb. To request the service, please 
call GreenWaste at 920-6707. If your carts are 

over 100 feet from the curb, or if you prefer 
two-way pick-up and return, you can order 

these extra services for a nominal extra charge.
Note:  there will be no 

change in pickup schedule for the 
Fourth of July or Labor Day holidays

Printed by a certified Monterey Bay Area Green 
Business on sustainable and/or recycled stock with 

vegetable-based inks. Please recycle!

Do not put 
medicine 

down the toilet 
or drain—it 
harms the 

environment, 
wildlife, and 

water quality.

Drugs and medical waste 
drop-off at the firehouse

Mon-Thurs, 10 am to 4 pm
Pebble Beach Fire Department lobby, 

3101 Forest Lake Road 

PBCSD has two kiosks in the fire 
station lobby—one for unwanted medicines, 

and another for medical waste such as sharps, 
syringes, needles, lancets, and test strips. 

Drop off medical waste in your sealed sharps 
container once it is 2/3 full. To dispose of 

unwanted prescription, over-the-counter, and 
veterinary medications, including vitamins and 

supplements, please follow these instructions: 

1. Remove pills from all containers and seal 
them together in a clear zipper plastic bag.* 

Keep liquids and creams in original containers. 
Note: medications should remain in child-proof 

containers until just prior to drop-off.

2. Remove labels or obscure 
personal information, then recycle 

pill containers in your blue bin.

3. Deposit pharmaceuticals and 
medical waste in the correct take-
back kiosk at the firehouse during 

program hours.

*Controlled drugs such 
as Ambien, Vicodine, and 

OxyContin must be brought 
to the Community Hospital 
of the Monterey Peninsula 

Pharmacy, or the Carmel or 
Pacific Grove Police Departments. For details and 

a completelist of collection sites, please 
visit dontrushtoflush.org.

Local residents inspect our 
community’s new Materials Recycling 
Facility during a February open house.


