
Ocean Rescue Program saves lives
When an unidentified woman at Spanish Bay entered the water 
and began swimming out to sea, bystanders called 911 and PBCSD 
firefighters responded immediately. Upon their arrival, the woman was 
approximately 200 yards offshore. With a year of  water rescue training 
under his belt, Paramedic/Firefighter Ryan Gobler hit the surf  with one 

of  the special rescue surf  boards which are now standard on District fire vehicles.
 “She kept telling me to get away as I approached her,” said Ryan. “She 
was already showing signs of  hypothermia, getting blue and slurring her words. I 
kept talking to her and managed to gain her trust so I could get her on the board 
and paddle us back to shore.” The woman was delivered to a waiting ambulance 
and recovered at the hospital.
 Rescue swimmers and boards are just one part of  the District’s three-
pronged Ocean Water Rescue Program, which also includes an inflatable zodiac 
launched from Whaler’s Cove, and a recently purchased rescue (Cont. on page 3)

(Cont. on page 2)

AlwAys prepAred  
District firefighters practice 
laying 1,200 feet of hose in 
the Del Monte Forest during 
a training exercise.

District fire engine crews practice 
victim recovery using rescue 
watercraft near Monastery Beach. 
Shown are (from left) firefighters 
Keith Tsudama, Jacob Burkard, and 
Kevin Negro.
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District firefighters battle 
blazes big and small
It was heartwarming to witness how our com-
munity pulled together to support firefighters 
and victims of  the Soberanes Fire. PBCSD 
firefighters were a part of  the response effort, 
and those who weren’t deployed took on 
added hours and responsibility to maintain 
our high standard of  emergency response in 
Pebble Beach. Firefighters worked 24-hour 
shifts and most spent weeks without seeing 
their families.
 “Everyone chipped in to ensure the 
safety of  our community both on the Soberanes fire lines and in the Del 
Monte Forest,” said Peninsula Operations Battalion Chief  Buddy Bloxham. Buddy 
and Nate Armstrong, the District’s Emergency Medical Services Battalion Chief, 

were both assigned to the Soberanes fire, sharing their local knowledge 
of  terrain and the best strategies for fire line placement and backburning 
operations. Nate served as a Division Supervisor, overseeing a portion of  
the fire lines that formed the containment box, while Buddy served on the 
Incident Management Team, strategizing containment lines and acting as 
air traffic controller to allocate resources for the fire. 



Firefighters battle blazes (Cont. from front page)

Top plant pick:  
Try This firesafe, droughT-ToleranT, 
deer-resisTanT planT in your yard!

Oregon grape (Mahonia 
aquifolium), also known as 

Barberry, is an attractive 
shrub that works well 
planted near the house 
since it is absolutely 

flame resistant and 
creates little leaf litter. 

Ranging from three to four 
feet high, Oregon grape is a hardy plant that 
tolerates poor soil, likes shade, and is drought-
resistant. Dense clusters of yellow flowers appear 
in spring, followed by the dark blue berries for 
which the plant is named. The berries attract quail 
and native songbirds, while the spiny leaves repel 
browsing deer. The holly-like foliage is prized as a 
long-lasting addition to floral arrangements. 
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emergency. Call us immediately, day or night.
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call 911 
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Champions of the forest
  We all owe a debt of  gratitude to revered local 
naturalists Vern Yadon and Bruce Cohen for their 
efforts to conserve and maintain habitat in our 
forest. The Del Monte Forest Open Space Advisory 
Committee (OSAC) recently honored them for their 

35 years of  volunteer service inventorying species 
and advising on the use of  open space. 

 During his career, Bruce worked at the U.S. 
Forest Service, at Asilomar Conference Center as 

Environmental Horticulturist, and as a private consultant.
 “I’ve been enchanted with the Monterey pine forest ever 
since I was a kid when my family stopped here on a trip. That 

memory prompted me to come back here to live,” said Bruce. “When I realized 
the forest was in jeopardy, not only from development but from invasive plants 
like pampas grass, I was inspired to preserve our local plant communities.”
 Vern is a former Director of  the Pacific Grove Natural History Museum, 
and our local endangered orchid Yadon’s piperia bears his name.
 “I’m grateful I’ve had the opportunity to study plants in the forest, 
including rare and endangered species and some that occur only in Monterey 
County,” said Vern. “It is vitally important to protect all native species. Creature 
and plants evolve together and the loss of  any species makes us less than we 
were before.” OSAC has dedicated a woodland trail to each naturalist to 
commemorate their important contributions for us all.

Bruce Cohen (left) and 
Vern Yadon with his 
beloved pooch “Farley.” 

Back at the District station, Fire Prevention Battalion Chief  Mark Mancini 
monitored the radio and made sure we had proper staffing to meet any 
emergency. Due to the high fire danger, personnel conducted fire watch patrols 
three times a day in the forest, using vehicles equipped with water tanks and 
pumps.
 Vigilance and training paid off on August 31 when a dead tree fell on 
a power line near the Morse Gate on Highway 68, causing a fire to spread 
into the brush. A District fire patrol was first on the scene, followed by engine 
companies who laid hose to fight the blaze. As Incident Commander, Mark 
coordinated three helicopter water drops from our Forest Lake Reservoir, as well 
as one air tanker retardant drop. 
 “The Skyline Crest neighborhood was most endangered, and the drops 
slowed down the head of  the fire,” said Mancini. Due to the all-hands-on-deck 
response of  the District Fire Department, CAL FIRE, and Monterey Fire 
Department, the blaze was contained within an hour and limited to a half  acre. 

         Highway 68 Roundabout update 

Construction of the Holman Highway 68 Roundabout began on August 24, with 
completion estimated in June 2017, weather permitting. Drivers should allow 10 
to 15 extra minutes to travel through the Holman Highway corridor, possibly more 
during peak commuter times. District fire personnel are attending regular coordi-
nation meetings to ensure emergency responder access, and our Principal Engineer 
Nick  Becker is attending construction meetings to keep the PBCSD board informed 
throughout the process. You can check traffic conditions with the live webcam at 
bit.ly/2ddgnwKW, and sign up for weekly updates on the construction schedule, 
road and ramp closures, and suggested alternate routes at tamcmonterey.org. 
For details, please visit the website, or call 775-0903.Printed by a certified Monterey Bay Area Green 

Business on sustainable and/or recycled stock with 
vegetable-based inks. Please recycle!



  
 

PBCSD undergrounding project 
is an award-winner
Your District was recognized by the American 
Public Works Association for our ongoing 
Undergrounding Overhead Utilities Program. 
The Award of  Merit was presented for 
the 2016 Public Works Project of  the Year 
category in the Monterey Bay Chapter area, 
which includes Monterey, Santa Cruz, and 
San Benito Counties. The undergrounding 
program is the first of  its kind, a complex 
project that coordinates the underground 
installation of  three different utilities: PG&E 
electrical mainlines, AT&T telephone, and 
Comcast communications.

 The long-term program is taking place in five phases and will under-
ground all high voltage electrical mainlines in the Forest, to increase service reli-
ability and reduce Forest-wide power outages caused by storms and falling trees. 
Currently, the District is nearing completion of  the first part of  Phase 2, which 
also included undergrounding of  wet utilities in partnership with The Lodge at 
Pebble Beach. The remaining portion of  Phase 2 will begin this fall, and shall 
include the area along 17-Mile Drive from Forest Lake Road down to Crespi 

Lane. PG&E will be installing a higher kilovolt 
system to serve the Lodge area and surrounding 
neighborhoods to improve service reliability, espe-
cially during special events when electrical demand 
is high. Our goal is to complete Phase 2 before the 
U.S open in June 2019.

Ocean rescue (Cont. from front page)

Pebble Beach 
Bookmobile Schedule!
Visit the Monterey County 
Free Library bookmobile 

every other Friday from 11:30 am to 
12:30 pm in the District parking lot, 

located at 3101 Forest Lake Road. 
Upcoming dates are:

Oct. 21, Nov. 4, and Nov. 18. 

Meet the Staff
Justin Ferron, 

Assistant Engineer
We welcome Justin 

Ferron to the PBCSD 
family as our new 

Assistant Engineer. Justin 
serves as a bridge between 

the Engineering and the Maintenance 
Departments, which supports the District’s 

wastewater collection and water reclamation 
systems. His analysis of our system data 

and equipment is helping us increase cost-
effectiveness, and make better informed 

decisions for budgeting and capital projects. 
 “We are exploring new software, 

mapping, and meter reading technology to 
support our maintenance crew and help them 

do their jobs more efficiently,” said Justin. 
“For example, we will soon have cellular 

transmitters on our flow meters so that data 
can be sent to our computers automatically, 

saving time and money.”
 Justin is also working with 

Pebble Beach Company on a pilot project 
which captures runoff from storm drains 

and culverts, thereby reclaiming water and 
protecting Carmel Bay, a designated Area of 

Special Biological Significance. In addition, his 
work experience as both an Environmental 

and Air Pollution Control Engineer is 
invaluable in maintaining District relationships 

with outside regulatory agencies.
 “The District staff is very friendly, 

small and efficient, and we all wear many 
hats in our jobs,” said Justin. “I love to be 

creative and solve problems so it’s great to 
work here where something new is happening 
every week!” Justin and his wife Angelica live 
in Pacific Grove with their two felines, “Osita” 
and “Akanke.” Justin is happy to answer any 

questions you might have about projects in 
the forest. You can contact him at 647-5609. 

Workers install the conduit 
which protects electrical, 
telephone, and communications 
lines in the District’s 
undergrounding project.

watercraft deployed from Stillwater Cove. Depend-
ing on ocean conditions, these three options provide 
the right tool for the job so rescuers can reach 
victims as quickly as possible.
 “In our cold ocean waters a person can go 
into hypothermia in a matter of  minutes,” said 
Garon Coalwell, Fire Captain and Coordinator 
of  the program. “As a modified jet ski, our rescue 
watercraft is much quicker and more maneuverable 
than the zodiac. It can cut through surf  and get 
within feet of  rocks where victims might be stranded. 
A rescue swimmer rides behind on a tow board and 
can make immediate contact with the victim.”

 Our Central Coast is a popular stretch of  coastline used by swimmers, 
surfers, divers, kayakers, and tourists who may have a poor understanding 
of  ocean conditions. Right now, the District Fire Department operates the 
only water rescue program on the Monterey Peninsula. California State Park 
lifeguards are the only other responders and they could be 40 minutes away.
 “Between Monastery, Ribera, and Carmel River State Beach we have 
four to five drownings annually. Our goal is to reduce that number as much as 
possible,” said Garon. “As an all-risk fire department we are training personnel to 
help people who find themselves in any kind of  life-threatening situation.”
 

3rd Annual Zombie Race and 
Emergency Preparedness Fair!

Sat. Oct. 29, 9 am-noon, 
4005 Sunridge Rd., Pebble Beach

There’s still time to sign up for this fun, 
family-friendly event! Run the challenging 
3.1-mile Zombie Crawl along District fire 
roads, or enjoy the 1.3-mile Survivor 
Stroll, suitable for kids and strollers. Even 
if you’re not a runner you can still grab a 
free snack and visit exhibitors to learn how 
to survive the next zombie apocalypse (as 
well as fires and floods). All attendees get 
great gifts, and costumes are eligible for 
prizes. For details call 647-5642, or visit 
tinyurl.com/ZombieRace2016.
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Many of Pebble Beach’s 
narrow, winding roads 
have no shoulder for bikes.

Having a tent party? 
You’ll need a permit!

Are you planning to 
erect a tent for an upcoming 

party, wedding, or other special 
event? Any tent 400 square feet or larger must 
be permitted by the Monterey County Planning 

Department, and inspected by the PBCSD Fire 
Department to ensure it meets safety standards.

Permit applications must be 
received at least 60 days in advance. If you’re 

using a vendor, please make sure they are 
in compliance so that your event goes off as 

planned. Regulations cover issues such as 
propane requirements for caterers, proper 

staking to prevent tents from becoming 
airborne in the wind, seating layout and exit 

requirements, structural integrity, and fire 
extinguisher availability. 

District firefighters inspect all tents at Pebble 
Beach events, and will inspect any temporary 
structure free of charge upon your request to 

ensure the safety of your family and guests. For 
more information, please call the District Fire 
Prevention Office at 375-9644, or Monterey 

County at 755-5027.

GreenWaste 
Thanksgiving 

Garbage Schedule

Two ways to recycle 
your holiday tree

Note:  before recycling you must 
remove the tree stand and all 

ornaments, lights, tinsel, and decorations. 
Flocked trees are not accepted. 

1. Curbside pick-up Jan 2-13 (no need to 
schedule).  Please cut tree into six-foot lengths 

or shorter and place next to your yard waste 
container on your regular service day. After 

Jan. 13 you can still get free recycling by using 
one of your 30 Extra Garbage/Yard Trimming 

stickers. For more information, please call  
GreenWaste at 920-6707.

2. Drop off through Jan. 31:  Bring any size 
tree, no cutting required, to the Pebble Beach 

Company Corporation Yard located at Lopez 
and Sunridge Roads. 

Thurs., Nov. 24 Fri., Nov. 25
 Fri., Nov. 25 Sat., Nov. 26

Regular Pick-up     Holiday Pick-up

(Collection schedule does not change for 
Christmas or New Year’s Day this holiday 
season.)

6Biking in the forest: 6 tips 
Pebble Beach is one of  the top biking 
destinations on the Central Coast. Follow 
these tips to keep your ride safe!
1. Bicyclists must obey all traffic laws 
just like motorists. Always ride in the same 
direction as traffic, adhere to stop signs and 
lights, and never have a cell phone in your 

hand while pedaling. Signal before you turn by putting your arm straight out in 
the direction you’re about to head. Racing is not allowed in Pebble Beach, and 
group cyclists should stay in a single line.

2. Play it safe. Parts of  17-Mile Drive and most forest roads do not have bike 
lanes and may not be appropriate for children or inexperienced bicyclists. In 
particular, 17-Mile Drive from Cypress Point to the Lodge, and past the Lodge 
from Portola Road to the Carmel Gate is best for savvy cyclists only as it is narrow, 
has little or no shoulder, and can be crowded with cars and tour buses during peak 
times. A safer choice is the 2.5 mile section with bike lanes 
which runs from the Asilomar Gate to Spyglass Hill Road.

3. Biking at night is hazardous on dark forest roads. 
Legally, bikes must have a white headlight and a rear red 
reflector, but a flashing rear light and reflective vest will keep 
you even safer. The law also requires reflectors on both sides 
of  the bike, front and back (or reflectorized tires), as well as 
on the front and back of  both pedals. 

4. Use safety gear. Helmets save lives and are required for 
anyone 17 or younger. Use a bike, helmet or eyeglass mirror to see what’s behind 
you at a glance. Wear light or reflective clothing, even during the day. If  you use 
earbuds, the law says you can only wear one.

5. Don’t hug the curb—often it is safer to ride a bit to the left. Drivers entering 
from side roads or driveways are more likely to see you if  you are not on the extreme 
edge, and riding close to parked cars can be fatal if  someone opens a door suddenly. 
Cars must allow at least three feet of  space when passing a bi.cyclist. If  a line of  cars 
is crowding you on a narrow road, take the middle of  the lane where you can be 
seen. If  you’re tailing a slow vehicle, ride directly behind it, not in the blind spot. 
6. Never assume that drivers can see you. If  you can’t make eye contact, 
slow down a lot, so you can stop or bail from your bike if  necessary—it’s 
inconvenient, but it could save your life. For more biking tips, rules of  the road, and local 
routes, please visit tinyurl.com/bicyclingmonterey.


