
Forest may have a new waste hauler
Starting July 1, 2015, the District may have a new provider for the collection of  
solid waste, recycling, and organics. We are currently in negotiations with Green 
Waste Recovery to take over services when the agreement with our present 
provider, Waste Management Inc., comes to a close. 
 The decision is the result of  a competitive Request For 
Proposal (RFP) process which was facilitated by the Monterey 
Regional Waste Management District (MRWMD), the 
public agency which owns and operates the Marina 
landfill. MRWMD is helping cities secure agreements that 
best serve the needs of  residents and businesses in each 
unique jurisdiction. As was reported in our last issue, 
this is the first time that the franchise has been subject to 
the competitive procurement process since the District 
started providing services in 1987. 
 The waste hauling franchise agreements for most 
cities on the Monterey Peninsula are expiring (Cont. on page 2)

Our fantastic Forest crew:  (from right) Principal 
Engineer Nick Becker, Maintenance Supervisor Dave 
Drewien, and Mechanical Inspectors Jim McClure, Juan 
Moreno, Marty Manjares and Kelvin Ellison.
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District twice-honored
We congratulate our wastewater 
collections crew on their receipt of  
the 2014 Collection System of  the 
Year award for the Monterey Bay 
section, given by the California Water 
Environment Association (CWEA). 
Yet even more impressive, the CWEA 
contacted us shortly after the awards 
ceremony to inform us that we had 
been nominated for the statewide Collection System of  the Year award. PBCSD 
placed second out of  12 sectional winners that were gleaned from approximately 50 
competing wastewater districts and facilities throughout California. 
 “We have a very experienced group of  guys here who know our system 
inside and out,” said Field Operations Supervisor Dave Drewien, a District 
employee since 1982. “We keep track of  problem areas and we are constantly 
prioritizing line replacement and other capital projects so that our incidence of  
sewage spills is extremely low.” The District was recognized after the CWEA 
conducted comprehensive on-site evaluations of  our safety records, training and 
maintenance programs, and other best management practices. “We are honored 
to be recognized by our peers in the industry, and we’ll continue to uphold the 
highest standards to protect the health and safety of  residents, visitors, and our 
natural environment,” said Dave. 

Plan to attend our Safety Day 
Open House and BBQ!  
Sat. June 21, 10 am-2 pm, 

Forest Lake and Lopez Roads, P.B.
Meet your neighbors, entertain the kids, 

enjoy a delicious buffet and pick up 
the safety information you need 

to protect home and family. Watch
 your mailbox for more details!

Bring your fire extinguishers in for 
recharge and certification on Safety Day, 
or get a new one at a great discount!



  

 
 

New waste hauler (Cont. from front page)
in 2015, at the same time that statewide recycling goals and regulations are 
becoming more rigorous, so now is the prudent time to update agreements, 
reexamine services and rates, and open the field for other service providers. 
 Pebble Beach and the Cities of  Carmel-by-the-Sea, Del Rey Oaks, 
Marina, Pacific Grove, Sand City and Seaside participated in the cooperative 
RFP, which received four proposals from Bayside Sanitation, Green Waste 
Recovery, Monarch Resource Recovery, and Waste Management Inc., our 
present provider who has served the residents and businesses of  Pebble Beach well 
for the past 15 years. Green Waste Recovery submitted the most cost-effective 
proposal for Pebble Beach, which includes new services that meet changing state 
requirements. As we go to press, PBCSD staff  is negotiating with Green Waste 
Recovery on contract requirements and proposed rate structures for residential 
and commercial Pebble Beach customers.

Top plant pick:  
Try This firesafe, droughT-ToleranT, 
deer-resisTanT planT in your yard!

Known as a reliable groundcover 
for northwest gardens, 

multipurpose Salal 
(Gaultheria shallon) 
is a hardy native 
perennial that will 
grow into wavelike 

drifts for a hedge, or 
thrive in patio containers. 

Firesafe salal can be planted 
close to homes and will grow where other 
plants won’t, such as in deep or dappled shade, 
or in moist, dry, or sandy soil. Salal greenery 
is a mainstay in flower arrangements, and its 
dainty clusters of white and pink blossoms 
attract hummingbirds and butterflies, as well as 
songbirds once the flowers go to seed. 

Pebble Beach Community Services 
District (PBCSD) is a multi-purpose local 
government voted into existence by Del 
Monte Forest residents on July 1, 1982. 

PBCSD administrative office
(831) 373-1274
3101 Forest Lake Road,
Pebble Beach, CA 93953
PBCSD.org
tinyurl.com/PBCSD-Facebook
tinyurl.com/PBCSD-Twitter

Garbage collection and recycling 
Waste Management:  384-5000

Free 24-hour sewer service:  373-1274
If water is overflowing into your home it is an 
emergency. Call us immediately, day or night.

Fire and medical emergencies
call 911 

PBCSD Board of Directors
President   Leo M. Laska   
Vice President Richard B. Gebhart  
Director Jeffery B. Froke, Ph.D
Director Peter McKee
Director  Rick D. Verbanec

General Manager Mike Niccum

Home fire sprinklers save 
lives and property
Did you know that the risk of  dying in 
a fire declines 80 percent if  you have a 
sprinkler system? Sprinklers provide the 
extra time needed to evacuate, which 
is especially important if  you have 
pets, children, or someone with limited 
mobility in your home. Sprinklers reduce 
fire property loss by 71 percent, and give 
firefighters more time to respond.
 A fire can grow from a small 
flame and reach flashover—the point where everything ignites and survival 
is not possible—within minutes. Houses burn faster and hotter these days 
due to lightweight wood construction, wide open floor plans, and synthetic 
furnishings which create a large fuel load in the house. When burned, 
our hydrocarbon-based furniture, draperies, rugs and belongings give off  
highly toxic gases which can quickly become fatal. In the 1970s the average 

time window to safely evacuate a house was 17 
minutes, but today it is as little as three minutes.
       All new homes in California are mandated 
to have sprinklers, and Monterey County fire 
code requires them for significant additions and 
major remodels. Sprinkler systems cost about 1 
to 1.5 percent of  total building construction, or 
about $.65 to $2.75 per square foot (depending 
on configuration)—about the same as upgrading 
cabinets or carpeting. Some of  this cost is offset 
with an average 2 to 13 percent reduction in 
insurance rates. 
 Modern, concealed sprinklers are recessed 
under a plate which can be painted to match any 

decor. In the event of  fire, only the sprinkler closest to the flames is activated—90 
percent of  fires are contained by one sprinkler, which causes much less damage 
than what would be incurred from smoke, flames, and high pressure firefighting 
hoses. If  you have questions, please call Fire Marshal Bo Lee at 647-5641.

An ounce of prevention...

Today’s lightweight construction materials and 
synthetic furnishings have shortened the time 
it takes for structures to become unsurvivable. 
Sprinklers provide critical time to escape.

Home sprinklers are con-
cealed from view and only 
pop out when needed. To 
view a dramatic video of 
their effectiveness, scan 

the QR code with your smart phone app, 
or visit tinyurl.com/mwbeu4b.



  

 
 

PG&E trucks are a common sight in our Phase 
One construction area as utilities move their over-
head service lines below ground.

Capital project update

Undergrounding Project enters Phase Two
In March the PBCSD Board of  
Directors awarded the design contract 
for Phase Two of  our undergrounding 
utilities project to the Wallace Group, 
the same engineering firm who 
designed Phase One of  the project. 
Phase Two will continue where Phase 
One left off, undergrounding the high-
voltage distribution main lines and 
communication utilities along Forest 
Lake Road from Hawkins Way to 
the Pebble Beach Lodge area. Phase 
Two also includes sections of  Drake and Ondolato Roads, running westerly 
from Forest Lake Road. Design of  Phase Two’s approximate 2.5 total miles of  
undergrounding will be refined over the next 12 to 18 months, in coordination 
with PG&E, Comcast, and AT&T.
 As we go to press, the three utilities are nearly done installing their 
electrical and transmission lines in the Phase One project area on Colton and 
Forest Lake Roads. Once the lines are thoroughly tested they will switch from 
overhead to underground services sequentially from one end of  the project to the 
other, verifying and testing equipment as they go. Utilities will work directly with 
customers to coordinate any short-term service interruptions. Once utilities have 

completed the switchover, all overhead equipment will be removed 
from the Phase One area, thus finalizing the Phase One project.

Hundreds of goats are help-
ing to reduce fire danger 
in the Forest by grazing on 
fine fuels high in Pesca-
dero Canyon behind Carmel 
Woods. You can do your part 
to protect our community by 
completing the checklist in 
your Fire Inspection Notice.

We depend on each other

Working together to reduce fire risk
As we enter fire season during California’s worst drought in 
history, creating defensible space around your home is more 
important than ever. The drought has increased the amount 
of  dead vegetation in the Forest, and while our late rain was a 

welcome respite, it has only increased the growth of  fine fuels. 
           The District’s Fire Defense Plan includes many 
precautionary measures, such as our annual goat grazing 
program, maintaining fire roads and fuel breaks, and 
educating the public about defensible space. Please watch 
for your Fire Inspection Notice in the mail, and complete 
the enclosed Defensible Space Checklist as soon as possible 
because inspections will begin soon. Clear all flammable 
vegetation within 30 feet of  structures, maintain defensible 
space 100 feet out or to your property line, remove pine 
needles and leaves from your roof, and return your self-
inspection postcard as soon as possible. You can file it 
quickly online by clicking the link at PBCSD.org.

 Keeping property lean, clean and green has proven time and again to 
save lives and homes, as was borne out during the Pfeiffer fire in Big Sur just 
months ago. When you comply with our Defensible Space Checklist you 
protect not only your own life and property but those of  your neighbors. 
Reducing fire risk is a combined effort and we are all responsible to each other 
to keep our community safe. If  you have questions about safeguarding your 
property please call 521-1720.

Flush with 
confidence!

The Del Monte Forest has 
an extremely low incident 

of sewage spills, due in 
large part to the District’s 

ongoing capital improvement program. 
We allocate $600,000 annually to replace 

approximately one mile of old, deteriorated 
clay pipe with modern, seamless polyethylene 

pipe that prevents leaks and root intrusion. 
Our 2013 project upgraded a total 

of 4,500 feet of line in nine different areas 
of the Forest, including the 18th green of the 
Pebble Beach Golf Links. The new line is two 

inches wider to reduce potential for stoppage. 
Also, our “pipebursting” installation method 

requires no trench digging and does not 
disrupt roadways, driveways or landscaping. 

 The District’s high standard of 
maintenance also includes the cleaning of 
approximately 80 miles of pipeline in the 

Forest each year, free checks of home sewer 
relief valves, inspections of residential line 
construction, and other best management 

practices to protect people and the 
environment. For a free sewer relief valve 

inspection, please call us at 373-1274.

Partnering for zero waste
Thanks to PBCSD’s partnership with The 

Offset Project (an environmental organization 
that works to reduce environmental impact), 
Monterey Peninsula Foundation, and Pebble 

Beach Company, 93 percent of waste from 
the 2014 AT&T Pebble Beach National Pro 

Am was diverted to recycling instead of the 
landfill. Zero-waste stations at the event 

collected 14,500 pounds of food waste and 
compostables, 202,213 pounds of recycling, 

and only 16,205 pounds of trash. Many 
items, including 29,000 pounds of Astroturf, 

were resold or donated to charity, and organic 
waste was composted and sold to California 

farms and vineyards.  
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District gains a 
peace officer

We congratulate 
Fire Captain 

Jennifer 
Valdez on her recent certification as a CAL 

FIRE peace officer. Thanks to Jen’s efforts, 
The District now has a full-time combination 
fire captain/peace officer on duty who can 
determine causes of fires, as well as assist 

responding police and sheriff’s officers. 
“There was a real need for an

 investigative officer on the Peninsula 
because there is only one CAL FIRE Peace 

Officer on duty for Monterey and San 
Benito Counties on any given day,” said Jen. 

“Now I’ll be able to respond immediately 
to fire incidents in the Forest to begin an 

investigation and take custody of evidence 
that could otherwise be lost or destroyed.” 

As a fully certified California peace 
officer, Jen can interview witnesses, issue 

citations, investigate arson, and determine 
the cause of fires, whether they are vehicle, 
structural, or wildland in origin. She can also 

take possession of pharmaceuticals during 
our annual Big Green hazardous waste 

collection event. 
Jen’s interest in investigations is 

inspired by her father, who is a retired police 
officer in Berkeley. To obtain certification, 

Jen had to live away from her family in 
Sacramento for five months, followed by 

three months of intensive field training with 
top CAL FIRE investigators.
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Better home 
security: 8 tips
After Pebble Beach saw a 
short spike in robberies this 
January, over 80 proactive 
residents attended a home 
security seminar hosted by 
Del Monte Forest Property 
Owners (DMFPO), in 
partnership with PBCSD, 

the Monterey County Sheriff ’s Office, California Highway Patrol, and Pebble Beach 
Company. Here are some important tips for those who were unable to attend. 

1. All entryways, including the one leading to the house from the garage, should 
have a solid wood or metal door with a sturdy deadbolt and strike plate. Doors 
should close flush against the door jamb so a saw blade cannot be inserted to cut 
bolts. Windows should have secure locks or pinning  systems. Change locks or 
tumblers when you move into a new home, or if  you lose your keys.

2. Display your security system notices at your property perimeter, and affix 
decals at entryways, even if  it affects aesthetics. 

3. Check references for house cleaners and other service providers, or call the 
Better Business Bureau.

4. Don’t leave notes on your door, or post travel plans on Facebook or other 
media sites—share vacation photos after you get home. When you’re gone, have 
a neighbor pick up newspapers and mail, or have them stopped.

5. Don’t hide keys by your door. Bury them in a container or leave them with a 
trusted neighbor. Keypad and fingerprint locks do not require keys. 
Keep vehicles locked, even in your garage, and take valuables inside.

6. Use timers on lights, televisions, etc. to create a pattern of  
occupancy, whether you’re on a trip or working late. Install 
motion detector lighting wherever a burglar might want to work 
unseen: dark doorways, bushes near windows and sliding glass 
doors, storage sheds, etc. 

7. A barking dog of  any size is a highly effective deterrent to 
burglars, who don’t like attention drawn to their presence.

8. Get to know your neighbors, and report suspicious activity in your area. 
Write down descriptions and the make, model, and license number of  vehicles. 
To receive handouts from the home security seminar, please call 373-1618.

No matter what size, a 
barking dog is a great 
deterrent.

Printed by a certified Monterey Bay Area Green 
Business on sustainable and/or recycled stock with 

vegetable-based inks. Please recycle!

Free 2014 Clean-up Weeks
Leave out up to seven additional 

cans, bags or boxes during:

July 7-11
 

Sept. 29 - Oct. 3

Not aN easy mark  Lit entryways and prominent security 
warnings are not what burglars are looking for.

Please note:
Fourth of July garbage pick-up will be 

delayed to Saturday, July 5.
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